
“PRAYER PARTNERS”
Colossians 4

Vs. 2-18

30 Minutes

What do you believe about prayer?  

Do you believe it is the most important and effective thing a Christian can do?

“God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it.” — John Wesley

Jesus said:  “This can kind only come out by prayer.”

In Exodus 17 we see when Moses lifted his hands to pray the Israelites were winning, 
when his hands fell because of being tired toward heaven the Israelites were losing. 

Abraham saved Lot because of God’s merciful heart and his loving prayer.

“Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater work.” 

— Oswald Chambers 

“No one’s a firmer believer in the power of prayer than the devil; not that he practices 
it, but he suffers from it.” — Guy H. King 

“A day without prayer is a day without blessing, and a life without prayer is a life 
without power.” — Edwin Harvey 

Paul ends this incredible book of Colossians in chapter 4 speaking about how 
important prayer is collectively to changing the world and allowing us to be watchful as 
disciples.  


We need to be prayer partners, partner in prayers.  


I have two points from this incredible ending to an incredible letter that Paul wrote from 
Jail- PRAY, PRAY, PRAY


Not for my release, not for my suffering to end, but for the gospel to advance, for me to 
be bold to proclaim the mystery of Christ, to preach clearly. 


There are times you can do nothing at all and in that moment you realize that prayer 
was the thing you should of done first.  


Paul ends his book to the Colosse church saying - PRAY, Devote yourselves and pray 
together!   



1.  Devote yourselves to Prayer vs. 2-6

Paul would never write a letter without urging the duty and the privilege of prayer on his friends.
He tells them to devote themselves to prayer - other version says:

PROSKARTEREO’ -  Continue and not faint.  to be steadfast attentive unto, to give unremitting 
care to a thing.  Continue.  There is that word continue.  It is an AMAZING WORD - CONTINUE 
TO PRAY!  

I want to continue to pray, steadfast and never be fainting in prayer.  

Devote yourselves to prayer!  Paul says this to church.  He tells them to devote yourself to 
prayer.  That is what we have been desiring to do as a church.  

Devote yourselves to prayer!  

Wow!  I could stop the sermon now and go away. 
Devote yourselves to Prayer!  

Sajjan the leader of the Pioneer Valley Church of Christ that is in Springfield, MA  did a 24 Hour 
prayer walk this week.  

Powerful - Sajjan and Lisa Sharma have seen so many miracles happen in their church not 
because of methods but because of prevailing prayer.

Show Acts 6:1-5

Sajjan convicted me deeply as we spoke on Thursday when he said: 

“My job is not to grow the church, my job is to pray and to minister the Word of God.”
Acts 6:4

I need you to ask me if I am doing my job?

How is your prayer life?  
How long do you pray an average a day?
Do you feel connected to God right now?

It takes me at least 1 hour of prayer to feel like I have prayed things through.
I would say it takes at least 10 minutes for me to get my heart engaged with God.  
Pray walks, prayer times set aside, appointments with God.  

Make one small reachable decision to grow in your prayer life. 
- Going to spend 20 minutes a day praying
- Book called Prayer Circle
- Praying during your commute.



- Prayer list that you will pray daily about.  
- Pray, Pray, Pray.  

There are times when prayer seems to be unproductive and pointless and to penetrate no 
further than the walls of the room in which we pray.  

The remedy is NOT to stop but to go on praying, for in those who pray, spiritual dryness cannot 
last.

He then says be watchful - Viligent - wakeful.  
- Paul is telling us to not go to sleep when they pray. 
- Maybe he was thinking of the time of the Mount of Transfiguration when the disciples 

fell asleep and only when they are awake again saw the glory (Luke 9:32)

Put that on the slide - Luke 9:32

Or maybe Paul was thinking of the time in the Garden of Gethsemane when Jesus prayed and 
his disciples slept. 

PAUL then asks them to pray for himself - he does not pray for release from prison, a successful 
outcome to his coming trial, a little rest and finally peace.  But he asks them to pray only that 
strength and opportunity may be given to him to do the work which God has sent him into the 
world to do.  

Prayer should always be for power and seldom for release!  
For conquest not for release!

He asks us to PRAY FOR DOORS TO OPEN FOR OUR MESSAGE TO BE PROCLAIMED! 
Pray for OPEN DOORS AND THEY WILL OPEN!  

Women’s Days and Men’s Day 
- Make a Prayer list right now as I am talking for God to open a door for you to speak the 

message.
- Make a prayer list of your friends and family that you want to reach. 
- Then be wise and make the most out of every opportunity you - need think ahead. 
- Pray and recognize opportunities
- Let your conversations always be FULL OF GRACE, SEASONED WITH SALT!

- CHARIS - Grace - joy, delight, merciful, humble, grateful.
- SALT - symbol of lasting concord, protects food from spoiling. we are the salt of the world 

therefore we are using speech that we think will ultimately preserve souls!
- That you will know how to answer everyone!

2.  Partners in Prayer - vs. 7-18

Paul then speaks about his partners in the gospel who are with him and visiting him in prison. 
These are a list of heroes. 



If these heroes were coming by they would become involved in the same fate as the prisoners.  
IT took courage for his friends to visit Paul in his imprisonments and to show that they were on 
his same side.

Tychicus - He came from the Roman province of Asia and likely the representative of his 
church to carry its offering to the poor for the Christians in Jerusalem.  They left up to word of 
mouth and never set down in Paul’s letters at all.  Tychicus was Paul’s personal messenger. 

Onesimus - was a run away slave that Paul would later commend to Philemon in his book 
Philemon.  But he does not him a runaway slave but he calls him a faithful and beloved brother.  
When Paul had anything to say about anyone, he always said the best that he could.  That is  a 
good thing for us to do.  

Aristarchus - he was a Macedonian from Thessalonica Acts 20:4.  When the people of 
Ephesus rioted in the Temple of Diana, and was so much in the forefront that he was captured 
by the mob.  And set sail with Paul to Rome as a prisoner (Acts 27:2).  Whenever Paul was in 
trouble, Aristarchus was there.  The glimpses we have are enough to indicate what a faithful 
friend and compassion he was. 

Mark - Mark the most surprising spiritual career.  Close friend that Peter called his son, 
Barnabas’ nephew.  He wrote a gospel, he may have been personal scribe to Peter, first 
missionary deserted Paul and Barnabas (Acts 13:13). Barnabas and Paul parted company 
because of Mark.

Tradition says that Mark when as a missionary to Egypt and founded the church at Alexandria.  
What happened in the interim we do not know, but we do know that he was with Paul in his last 
imprisonment and Paul was once again look at him as a useful man to have around.  
Philemon 24, 2 Timothy 4:11.  

Mark had redeemed himself and been strong in the grace.  Our past as a non-disciple and a 
disciple never defines our future.  The decisions we make today makes the difference.  

The one they call Jesus, who is called Justus.  I guess after Jesus people stopped referring to 
people as Jesus.  Know nothing about him.  

Epaphras - He was a faithful ministry who wrestled in prayer for the church.  He was one of 
them and lead the church.  We was a servant of God who prayed and worked hard for the 
people over whom God has set him!

Luke was a beloved physician who to the end.  Was he a doctor who gave up what might have 
bene a lucrative career in order to tend to Paul’s thorn in the flesh and to preach Christ?

There was Demas - who he praises but we are also sobered that it is not how you start but how 
you finish that matters most.  He was the same Demas who deserted him because he loved the 
world!  (2 Timothy 4:10)

Here is one of the men who refused to be remade by Christ. 

Nymphas or Nympha - the church of those a Laodicaea who met in his house.  House church!



In the early days church and home were identical and it is still true that every Christian home 
should also be a church of Jesus Christ!

Story about neighbors complaining!

I wasn't conducting church as they were putting it but the truth is that every Christian home is a 
church for Jesus!

Real quickly he says in vs. 16 read the letter which is on the way to you from 
Laodicaea.  Pretty amazing that the Bible could even be bigger!  

God knew what he was doing.  The lost letter of Laodicea.  In revelation 


Read this Letter!  ON the slide - lost letter of Laodicea.  

vs. 17-18

Archippus - See that you complete that piece of service which you have received font 
the Lord to do.  


I am writing in my own hand.  It was Paul’s custom at the end of a letter to write his 
signature and his blessings form his own hand.  


Remember my bonds - no self-pity, no sentimental plea for sympathy, Paul finishes his 
letter to the Galatians - I carry my marks of Jesus branded on my body.  


Grace be with!


These partners in the Gospel were prayer partners in JESUS! 

They were passive because they prayed they were more aggressive then ever!


The power of prayer is obvious individually but the power to prayer together is even greater!

“Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it 
will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three gather in my 
name, there am I with them.”


Matthew 18:19-20 

As we end this amazing book of Colossians  

We see the supremacy of Christ and him being all we need in our lives.  
We see that we can rely on other things sometimes other than Christ 
We have been risen with Christ and we now are living for him now and living the 
risen life 
And finally we must be devoted to prayer  



Slide - Exodus 17:10-15 - Write this down!  


Do we want to win the battle - the battle starts and ends and depends upon one 
thing!   

We must pray together - Pray, Pray, Pray because when we pray we win!  But when 
we faint we lose.  

 
We need to hold each others arms up by praying together, by not fainting but helping 
one another to pray!   

PRAYER!   
Prayer is going to move us to speak boldly, prayer is going to give us the power, 
open the doors, move the mountains, give us faith, purify our hearts, change us 
forever!  Prayer is what is going to win or lose the battle! 


